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MANAGING THE GUT IN PIGS 
 
The intestine of a pig evolves as the pig develops.   
 
At birth the gut is almost sterile. 
 
Up to weaning the gut receives sow milk as the principle nutrient and Lactobacillus and Bifidobacteria 
dominate the intestine. 
 
After weaning the nutrient supply changes resulting in a replacement of lactoflora by the entire range 
of bacteria found in the adult pig.  The lack of immunocompetence and the loss of maternal antibodies 
can lead to enteropathogen challenge and scours. 
 
Because the microflora change the selection of feed additive should mirror this development process. 
 
Newborn piglets ingest quantities of maternal faeces so the sow needs a protected acid product to 
reduce enteropathogen numbers in the sow intestine.  Protected acids like Kiotechagil BACT-A-CID 
are essential in highly buffered lactation rations. 
 
At weaning maternal antibodies stop, yet the immune system is immature. Early weaning leaves pigs 
vulnerable to infection.  The lactic acid bacteria supported by sow milk now require a fructo-
oligosaccharide to survive.  Kiotechagil PREFECT provides a fructo-oligosaccharide for the bacteria 
and butyric acid as an energy source for the intestinal lining. 
 
After weaning pigs are moved to other locations with different bacterial challenges.  Post-wean scour 
can be linked to a period of acclimatization to different feed materials.  These challenges are not feed 
borne infections; hence the need for a feed additive that works throughout the intestine to promote a 
healthy microflora is essential whatever the source of the enteropathogen challenge. 
 
Once immunocompetent a strong acid such as Kiotechagil pHorce will provide a pH barrier to help 
prevent the challenges found in any grower pig operation. 
 
For all the facts on the progressive management of the pig intestine contact Kiotechagil on 0118 981 
3333, info@kiotechagil.com  
 
 
 
Kiotechagil supplies high performance natural feed additives to the aquaculture and 
agriculture markets.  It brings together the expertise of Kiotech and Agil across the three key 
protein sources of poultry, pig and fish.  Kiotechagil has a distribution network in over 50 
countries and aims to be the leading player in supplying high performance natural feed 
additives - enhancing health, growth and sustainability in aquaculture and agriculture.  
For further information see www.kiotechagil.com 
 
Media contact Peter Scaramanga, Scaramanga Communications 01342 316 193 / 07768 568 
960. peter.scaramanga@scaracomms.co.uk 
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